
The Book 

The Last Policeman 

What’s the point in solving murders if we’re all going to die?  Concord, New 
Hampshire Detective Hank Palace has asked this question ever since asteroid 
2011GV1 hovered into view.  Several kilometers wide, it’s on a collision course 
with planet Earth, with just six precious months until impact. 

Industry is grinding to a halt.  Most people have abandoned their jobs.  But not 
Hank Palace.  As our story opens, he’s investigating the latest suicide in a city 
that’s full of suicides—only this one feels wrong.  This one feels like homicide.  
And Palace is the only one who cares.   

2012 Edgar Award 
Amazon.com Best Books of 2012 
Slate Best Books of 2012 

Review: 

Winters has crafted a compelling mystery with surprising twists and turns, but 
more impressively he has crafted a world slowly collapsing under the prospect of 
its imminent demise.  The responses of individuals, institutions, and governments 
to the threat from the sky are all considered in the context of Palace’s murder 
investigation.  VERDICT: This thought-provoking mystery should appeal to crime 
fiction aficionados who like an unusual setting and readers looking for a fresh 
take on apocalypse stories. – Dan Forrest, Western Kentucky Univ. Libs., 
Bowling Green.  Library Journal, July 2012, p. 63 

A librarian blogger said of the book:  “It’s a true genre mash-up.  It is mystery, 
science fiction and literary all rolled into one.  The main character, Hank Palace, 
is an endearing, if slightly naïve and inept policeman.” 

Books 2 and 3 in the Last Policeman series: 

Countdown City, the second book in the series, won the Philip K. Dick Award for 
science-fiction writing, and was recognized by NPR on their list of top books of 
2013. 

World of Trouble has already been lauded in Library Journal (“It’s impossible not 
to like Dectective Hank Palace”) and Kirkus (“As fascinating as Winters’ imagined 
societal breakdown can be, it’s his attention to human connections—heartfelt, 
heroic and lethal—that really make this trilogy worth reading.”) 
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